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Webinar Info

u Webinar audio can be heard through your 
computer speakers or phone.

u All attendees will be in Listen -only mode.  

u During the presentation, use the Question 
feature in the webinar software, not the chat 
feature or the hand raising feature. 

u If there are questions, not addressed, please 
email the presenter.

u A pdf of the slides is available on the TBPELS 
website.



Webinar Info

u Documentation of attendance for Continuing 
Education purposes will be the follow up email 
from the Webinar system. 

u Sent within 24 hours.  Check spam or junk mail 
filters.

u No certificate will be issued.

u If registered as a group, please keep and 
distribute a sign Ȥin sheet for all attendees with 
the follow up email from the Webinar system.



Agenda

u About the Board

u Core Functions

u Professional Responsibility

u Scenarios

u Board Activities



Website and Social Media

uhttp://pels.texas.gov  

u Facebook:  Texas Board of 
Professional Engineers and 
Land Surveyors

u Twitter:  TBPELS_Exec 

u LinkedIn:  Texas Board of 
Professional Engineers and 
Land Surveyors

u YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCm0YTnjR3StveBxWh
CT4MiA



u 1919- Initial Land Surveying Board established for surveying of public 
lands.

u 1937 ς Texas Board of Professional Engineers established in response to 
New London School Explosion.

u 1955 ς Additional Land Surveying Board established for surveying of 
private land.

REGULATION OF SURVEYING AND  

ENGINEERING IN TEXAS



u 1979 ς Two surveying boards merged to form Texas Board of 
Professional Land Surveying.

u 2019 ς Texas Board of Professional Engineers and Texas Board of 
Professional Land Surveying merged to form Texas Board of Professional 
Engineers and Land Surveyors.

REGULATION OF SURVEYING AND  

ENGINEERING IN TEXAS



Nine Members - Appointed by Governor

u 5 Licensed Professional Engineers

u 1 Registered Professional Land Surveyor

u 3 Public Members

u 1 Ex-Officio Representative from GLO

u Standard term is 6 years

TEXAS BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL 

ENGINEERS AND  LAND  SURVEYORS



TBPELS BOARD

Dr. Sina Nejad, PE, PEng                                                                      Beaumont  ð Chairman

Ademola Adejokun, PE                                                                            Arlington -Vice Chair

Albert Cheng (public member)                                                                  Houston -Secretary

Kiran Shah (public member)                                                                  Richmond ð Treasurer

Rolando Rubiano, PE                                                                                                   Harling en

Coleen Johnson, RPLS                                                                                                   Leande r

Karen Friese, PE                                                                                                             Austin

Catherine Norwood, PE                                                                                                 Midland

Dr. Marguerite òMargoó McClinton Stoglin (public member)                         Grand Prairie

Mark Neugebauer, RPLS, LSLS                                                                                           Austin



37 Staff members, Austin

Lance Kinney, PhD, PE  - Executive Director

Michael Sims, PE  -  Compliance & Enforcement

Rick Strong, PE  -  Licensing & Registration

Mason Schoolfield -  Operations

TBPELS STAFF



Public Safety & Welfare
Our mission is to protect the health, safety and 

welfare of the people of Texas through the licensure 
and registration of qualified individuals as 
professional engineers and land surveyors, 

compliance with applicable laws and rules, and 
education about engineering and land surveying. 

TBPELS MISSION



BY THE NUMBERS
(AS OF SEPTEMBER 2023)

ENGINEERING
Á 149,500 Texas PE licenses 

granted since 1937

Á Approximately 73,000 current 

PE licensees

Á Approximately 11,400 

engineering firms

SURVEYING
Á 6,800 RPLS registrations granted 

since 1955

Á Approximately 2,700 current 

registrants

Á 59 current licensed state land 

surveyors

Á Approximately 1,300 surveying 

firms



System to Protect the Public:

u Sets the minimum standards for licensure as a Professional 
Engineer and registration as a Professional Land Surveyor

u Sets continuing practice and competence standards

u Sets ethical and professional standards

u Compliance with these standards of professional practice

u Standards for indicating competence (titles, seals, etc.)

u Prevents unqualified individuals from offering or practicing 
where it could endanger the public

PROFESSIONAL LICENSING & REGISTRATION



Fields that are regulated and licensed vary among 

individual states. Among regulated fields are health care 

professionals (medical doctors, nurses); psychologists; 

lawyers; teachers; engineers; é- Wikipedia

u Most of these fields impact the public one person at a 

time.

u The work done by engineers and surveyors has the 

potential to affect many.

PROFESSIONAL LICENSING



Public Perception - Licensure

Survey by McKinley Advisors



Education Experience Exams

Professional Licensure

Ethics

Professional Practice and 

Responsibility

Protection of Public Health, Safety, Welfare



u Protection of Public Health, Safety, Welfare

u Ethical responsibilities and expectations

u Avoid Conflicts of Interest

u Be a Faithful Agent

u Be prepared to have a dissenting opinion, if necessary

u Obligation to be aware of violations of the Acts or Board rules.

How does this protect the public?

u You are expected to know the right thing to do and to do the 
right thing when engaged in professional practice.

Professional Responsibility:  Ethics



u Protection of Public Health, Safety, Welfare

u Communication

u Honesty

u Clarity (not misleading)

u Respectful of all parties

u Maintain Public Trust

u Timely communication with the TBPELS

How does this protect the public?

u You are expected to be complete and correct in your practice.

Professional Responsibility:

Professionalism



u Competence is gained by Education and 

Experience; Measured by examinations

u Texas uses nationally accepted standards, but 

considers each application independently.

u Texas does not license by discipline, but Professional 

Engineers and Land Surveyors must not practice 

outside of their competence. 

u See Board Rules Ä137.59(a) and Ä138.59(a) . 

Professional Responsibility: Competence



u Chapter 1001 of Texas Occupations Code

u Part of State of Texas laws.  Any changes must be done by 
Legislature

u Defines practice of engineering

u Exemptions from licensure

u Structure of the Board, including the establishment of a 
Surveying Advisory Committee

u Powers of the Board

u Disciplinary and enforcement authority

u Policy Advisory Opinions

The Texas Engineering Practice Act



u Chapter 1071 of Texas Occupations Code

u Part of State of Texas laws.  Any changes must be 

done by Legislature

uDefines professional surveying and state land 

surveying

uOutlines the individual and firm registration processes

uOverview of the practice of land surveying

Professional Land Surveying Practices Act



u 22 Texas Administrative Code Chapters 131 -140

u Board rules are adopted and amended by vote of 
the Board after opportunity for public comment

u Expand upon provisions of The Texas Engineering 
Practice Act and Professional Land Surveying 
Practices Act

u Board rules must have foundation in statutory 
authority granted to the Board by the Legislature 
via the Acts

Board Rules



Relevant Board Rules

Engineering
u Ch 131 ð Organization and 

Administration

u Ch. 133 ð Licensing

u Ch 135 ð Firm Registration

u Ch 137 ð Compliance and 
Professionalism

u Ch 139 ð Enforcement

u Ch 140 ð Criminal History

Surveying
u Ch. 131 ð Organization and 

Administration

u Ch. 134 ð Registration and 
Licensing

u Ch 136 ð Firm Registration

u Ch 138 ð Compliance and 
Professionalism

u Ch 139 ð Enforcement

u Ch 140 ð Criminal History

https://pels.texas.gov/downloads/lawrules.pdf



Which of the following are you required to timely report to the 

Board?

A.  Change of email address and home phone number

B.  Change of Employer

C.  Disciplinary Actions taken in another state

D.  Civil lawsuits brought against you

E.   None of the Above

Scenario - Communicating with the 

Board



Reporting Required:

A.  Change of email address and home phone number

B.  Change of Employer

C.  Disciplinary Actions taken in another state

D.  Civil lawsuits brought against you

E.   None of the Above

Scenario - Communicating with the 

Board



u Within 30 days, licensees or registrants must notify the Board of 

changes to:

u Legal Name Change

u Mailing Address

u Employer Information or Status

u Disciplinary Actions Taken in Another State

u Criminal Convictions (Felony or Misdemeanor)

u See Board Rules Ä137.5 or Ä138.5 

Notifications



u As a licensed or registered professional, you have:

u A wide range of actions

u A wide range of options

u Legal Obligations

u Ethical Obligations

u To protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public

u Professional Responsibility

Professional Responsibility



u Board Rules, Ch 137, Subchapter C; Ch 138, Subchapter C

u Signing and Sealing

u Direct Supervision / Responsible Charge

u Objective and Truthful

u Care and Diligence

u Actions of Others

u Aiding and Abetting

u Codes and Ordinances

u Continuing Education

u Professional Services Procurement Act (PSPA)

Professional Responsibility



u Signing and Sealing indicates:

u The work was done by the professional OR

u Under the direct supervision of the professional

u The work is complete and accurate

u Preliminary work if properly notated (permit, bidding, etc.)

u Responsible parties if more than one professional

u Date issued

u Revisions

u Signing and Sealing indicates your professional responsibility for 
the work.

Signing and Sealing
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A homeowner needs a signed and sealed floodplain 
certification to close on the sale of her home.  She does the 
research on the floodplain to complete the form then asks her 
neighbor who is a P.E. if he can sign the form to help her out so 
the closing of the home does not get delayed.

In order to help his neighbor, the P.E. signs and seals the form 
for her thinking the overall risk associated with  this project is 
minimal.

Scenario ð Performing Engineering 

Work



This was a violation of:

A. Ä137.33(b)  - License holders shall only seal work done by 
them or performed under their direct supervision.

B. Ä137.57(b)(3)  - The issuance of oral or written assertions in 
the practice of engineering shall not be: misleading or shall 
not in any manner whatsoever tend to create a misleading 
impression.

C. Ä137.63(a)  - Engineers shall engage in professional and 
business activities in an honest and ethical manneré

D. All of the above. 

Scenario - Performing Engineering 

Work



Answer: All of these

A. Ä137.33(b) ð It is not enough to review and seal the work of 
another person. A PE can only seal work that he or she has 
personally generated or work that was generated under his 
or her direct supervision.

B. Ä137.57(a)(3) ð By sealing work that is not his or hers, a PE is 
giving a misleading impression to the public

C. Ä137.63(a) ð Passing off another personõs work as your own 
would be considered dishonest.

u òPLAN STAMPINGó

Scenario - Performing Engineering 

Work



What if instead of a flood plain certificate, the homeowner 
needed a recent survey but was confident nothing had 
changed with the boundaries of her property and her RPLS 
neighbor signed and sealed the survey for her without doing 
any work to verify the boundaries were still correct?

Scenario - Performing Surveying 

Work



Same issues but in Chapter 138 instead of Chapter 137

A. Ä138.33(b) ð It is not enough to review and seal the work of 
another person. An RPLS can only seal work that he or she 
has personally generated or work that was generated 
under his or her direct supervision.

B. Ä138.57(a)(3) ð By sealing work that is not his or hers, a RPLS 
is giving a misleading impression to the public

C. Ä138.63(a) ð Passing off another personõs work as your own 
would be considered dishonest.

u Still òPLAN STAMPINGó

Scenario - Performing Surveying 

Work



You are a licensed professional engineer and supervise others 
who perform engineering work on your projects under your 
direct supervision.  

After you signed, sealed, dated and issued engineering plans 
for the design of a hotel, it was found that the design of the 
support columns holding up an awning over the hotel entry 
was inadequate and if not corrected could result in the 
collapse of the awning.  

During the project, one of your engineers in training (EIT) 
performed the column analysis which you used to complete 
the design.  

Scenario - Direct Supervision, 

Engineering



If a complaint against you was filed with the Board what level 
of responsibility do you and your EIT bear for the apparent 
inadequate design of the columns with respect to Board rules?

A. You - 100%; Your EIT ð 0%

B. You ð 50%; Your EIT ð 50%

C. You ð 0%; Your EIT ð 0% - The deficiency was caught and 
corrected.

D. You ð 0%; Your EIT ð 100%

Scenario - Direct Supervision, 

Engineering




